
50 THINGS
You must do at Walt Disney World

before you go to the 
Magic Kingdom in the sky.



Most Walt Disney World fans have a bucket list. There are things that they want to do...someday. 
Sometimes these things are common, but they just haven't gotten around to them yet. Other 
times, they're a bit out of the ordinary. Here are 50 things that should be on your Walt Disney 
World bucket list. The ideas here are possible for most people. Things that have little chance of 
happening, such as "stay in Cinderella Castle" have not been included. The items listed also vary 
in price. Some are expensive, while many are free or included with park admission. Others are 
somewhere in between. This list is meant to get you thinking outside the box a little bit for your 
next vacation. Here are 50 things that you must do at next vacation. Here are 50 things that you must do at Walt Disney World before you go to the 
Magic Kingdom in the sky. For the most part they are in no particular order.

50 // Savor Dole Whip
Here's an easy one first so that you can immediately check something off of the list. Dole Whip is 
an iconic Walt Disney World snack. It's a frozen pineapple treat that is found mainly in the Magic 
Kingdom, but it will make appearances other places as well. Dole Whip is lower in calories than 
most snacks, and it is vegan. It is one of the most refreshing treats that you will find, especially on 
hot days. Next time you order Dole Whip, don't just finish it off quickly. Take your time and really 
enjoy the taste. There is something special about it. If you have yet to try Dole Whip, make sure 
that you do on your next Walt Disney World vacation. 

49 // 49 // Watch Gaston for at Least 15 Minutes
While you're savoring that Dole Whip, head to 
the back of the Magic Kingdom. In the Enchanted 
Forest area of New Fantasyland you'll find Gaston's 
Tavern. You can't miss it, there's a statue and 
fountain with his likeness in front. Often the big 
guy himself is in the area. He'll pose for pictures,
sign autographs, and tell you how great he is.sign autographs, and tell you how great he is. The 
Cast Members who play Gaston have the character 
down, and they love to interact with children and 
adults as well. Watch his antics for a little while, 
even if you don't plan to get into the line yourself.
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48 // Experience Sunday Gospel Brunch Most Sundays something special happens at Disney 
Springs. Crossroads at House of Blues is home to the Sunday Gospel Brunch. At 10:30 and 
again at 1:00 you can join in on the fun. There are live performances featuring traditional and 
contemporary gospel artists, and tons of food.contemporary gospel artists, and tons of food. The buffet features Southern favorites such as 
Chicken and Waffles, Biscuits with Gravy, and more. There are carving stations, made to order 
omelets, and desserts galore. Non-alcoholic beverages are included in the price. You'll be singing 
and dancing along, and you may even end up on stage. Sunday Gospel Brunch is put together 
with the help of Dove and Grammy Award winning artist and producer Kirk Franklin, a man who 
is known for having a good time. Call 407-934-BLUE (407-934-2583) for more information or to 
make reservations. 

                                                    47 // Wear Your Ears all Day Here is another easy one   
                          that won't break the bank. Buy a pair of Mickey Ears, and  
                          wear them all day. Walt Disney World is for the kid in     
                          everyone, but some adults have a hard time letting that   
                          inner child come out and play. You could pick the 
                                                    traditional ears, or maybe you'd prefer something more   
                          whimsical such as R2-D2 or Glow With the Show. Make  
                          sure that they are traditional ears, a baseball hat with a   
picture of Mickey doesn't count. Do not take the ears off unless you're on a ride or in a show. 
Wear them all day and prove to everyone that the child inside you is still alive and well. 

46 // Play46 // Play Along With Citizens of Hollywood If you've been to Disney's Hollywood Studios, 
chances are that you have seen Citizens of Hollywood. It is easy to walk right by them as you 
hurry to Tower of Terror. Instead of ignoring this funny improvisational troupe, stop and watch. 
Pay attention to the show, and enjoy it. If they pick you to be a part of the routine, don't try to back 
away. Embrace the moment, and have a good time. Make sure that someone records it so that 
you'll be able to laugh at yourself later.

45 // Dine 45 // Dine With an Animal Specialist For a meal that is intimate, informative, and unforgettable, 
sign up for Dine With an Animal Specialist. The meal takes place at Disney's Animal Kingdom 
Lodge. Up to 12 guests will enjoy at four course meal at Sanaa. Your table will face Sunset 
Savanna, so you'll have an incredible view. The specialist with you will tell you all about the 
animals, and answer your many questions. After the meal, you'll head out to the savanna to get 
an up close look at radiated tortoises. A donation will be made from each meal to the Disney 
Conservation Fund. It will be an afternoon that you will long remember. 
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44 // Brave Summit Plummet Summit Plummet at Disney's Blizzard Beach Water Park is one of 
the most intense rides at Walt Disney World. You will plunge almost straight down 12 stories. 
There is no ride vehicle, and no seat belt to hold you in. The thrill only lasts for a few seconds, but 
you could hit a speed of up to 50 miles per hour. Remember that Blizzard Beach is closed several 
weeks in the cooler months for its annual refurbishment, so check to make sure that the park will 
be open when planning your trip. 

43 // Clean Up The Kitchen Sink 43 // Clean Up The Kitchen Sink After crossing Summit Plummet off your bucket list you will 
need a reward. How about some ice cream? Head to Beaches & Cream Soda Shop at Disney's 
Beach Club Resort. There you'll find The Kitchen Sink, which is an ice cream creation like none 
other. It contains eight scoops of ice cream, cake, cookies, brownies, banana, candy bar pieces, 
hot fudge, marshmallow cream, almonds, sprinkles, and so much more. It's topped with an entire 
can of whipped cream and half a cup of maraschino cherries. It's served in a bowl shaped like a 
kitchen sink and is meant to be shared. Let everyone in your family grab a spoon; even if they 
chickened out on Summit Plummet. chickened out on Summit Plummet. 

42 // Soar Above Disney Springs If you've been to Walt Disney World no doubt you have seen 
the large yellow and red balloon that flies high over the property. That is Characters in 
Flight...Operated by Aerophile. You can find it at Disney Springs. The ten minute ride will take you 
400 feet into the air for a view that will leave you breathless. The balloon is tethered, and holds up 
to 29 people. Characters in Flight will not fly in poor weather, including high winds. 

41 // Book a Character Meal Many adults assume that 
character meals are just for children, but that could not 
be further from the truth. Just as character greetings are 
for everyone, character meals are also for all ages. At 
the meals you will end up with great 
interactions and pictures, and you might meet some interactions and pictures, and you might meet some 
characters that are hard to find in the parks. There is 
also plenty of delicious food, 
most of the meals are all you care to eat. If you haven't 
tried a character meal yet, make it a priority on your next 
trip. If you have tried one, pick a different meal with dif-
ferent characters. 
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                              40 // Actually Explore World Showcase On any    
                              Walt Disney World vacation there is a lot of hurrying  
                              from one place to another. World Showcase at     
                              Epcot is one place that you should not hurry      
                              through. Take your time as you wander and really    
                              get a feel for the different countries. Explore the      
                              gardens, browse in the shops, sample the food, and  
                                                            take your time. Allow yourself to learn something    
                              about each country and the people. World        
                              S howcase is magnificent. Don't hurry through. 

39 // Play a Round of Miniature Golf The theme parks are awesome, but sometimes it is fun to do 
something a little more relaxed with the family. A great way to mix up the pace a bit is to play a 
round or two of miniature golf. Walt Disney World has two courses that are filled with the Disney 
touch. Winter Summerland is a vacation destination for Santa and his elves. There are two courses 
there; Winter and Summer. At Fantasia Garden and Fairways Miniature Golf you'll play surrounded 
by nods to the classic movie Fantasia. It may be miniature golf, but the course is more challenging 
than you might expect. Miniature golf is a fun family activity, and it is even better when found in the 
heart of the Disney magic. heart of the Disney magic. 

38 // Play a Regular Round of Golf If you want to play something a little more difficult than 
miniature golf, Walt Disney World has what you're looking for. It is a great destination for the golf 
lover. If you're just looking for a few relaxing hours you might want to try the nine holes at Disney's 
Oak Trail Golf Course. If you'd like more of a challenge, you can find that as well. Disney's Palm 
Golf Course is a championship 18 hole course that was recently redesigned by Arnold Palmer 
Course Design. Disney's Lake Buena Vista Golf Course has been home to several world class 
events. Disney's Magnolia Golf Course has been rated four stars by Golf Digest and it is known for 
its water hazards. If you don't golf don't let that stop you, sign up for lessons. Call 407-WDW-GOLF 
(407-939-4653) for more information on lessons or to book a tee time for any of the courses.(407-939-4653) for more information on lessons or to book a tee time for any of the courses.

37 // Eat Something That You Can't Normally Find at Home Walt Disney World is full of unique 
dining experiences. You will find food from many different countries, and there are restaurants that 
feature menus created by world class chefs. The next time you're at Walt Disney World, stray away 
from your normal food choices. Head to Disney's Animal Kingdom Lodge and order an African 
meal, try food from a country in World Showcase that you haven't tried before, or order a PB & J 
Burger from ESPN Club. There has to be some food item that you've been curious about but have 
never ordered. Order it on your next Walt Disney World vacation.
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36) Explore the Animal Trails Disney's Animal Kingdom is an amazing place. It is part theme 
park and part animal adventure. Don't forget about God's creatures as you hurry to get in line for 
Expedition Everest. Go to Disney's Animal Kingdom, and focus on the animals instead of the rides 
and shows. Walk the trails and take your time to study the animals for a while. Talk to the Cast 
Members on hand and learn about these incredible creatures. Don't hurry through, really take 
your time on the animal trails. Enjoy the Animal Viewing Locations. Have your camera ready, 
because you're sure to get some great shots. 

35 // Sit by a Campfire 35 // Sit by a Campfire What better way to enjoy a beautiful night in Florida than to sit by a 
campfire? You will find them at many of the different Walt Disney World resorts. You can purchase 
a s'mores kit, and then watch a free Disney movie under the stars. For the ultimate campfire, 
head to The Campsites at Disney's Fort Wilderness Resort. There Chip 'n' Dale appear nightly. 
You'll sing songs around the campfire, and the entire family will have a great time. It's such a 
relaxing experience that you will forget that the most popular theme park in the world is just a boat 
ride away.

34 // 34 // Try the Tie-dye Cheesecake There are many different varieties of cheesecake served at 
Walt Disney World. You'll find Strawberry Cheesecake, Turtle Cheesecake, Cheesecake with 
Chocolate Sauce, and classic New York Cheesecake. There is one cheesecake, though, that 
seems to have all who try it talking. It's the Tie-dye Cheesecake that is served at Everything POP 
Shopping & Dining at Disney's Pop Century Resort. This classic has two components, it's colorful 
cheesecake on top of red velvet cake. Each slice is a work of art. The best part of all is that it 
tastes as good as it looks. Make sure you take a few pictures before you dig in. 

33 // 33 //  Attend Both Epcot Festivals in the Same Year Twice a 
year special events take place at Epcot. In the fall it's the Epcot 
International Food & Wine Festival. Once the spring rolls around, so 
does the Epcot International Flower & Garden Festival. There are 
similarities between the two festivals, both have outdoor kitchens, 
extra activities, and live concerts, but there are also plenty of 
differences. The Flower & Garden Festival is all about the beauty 
of nature and coming alive again after the winteof nature and coming alive again after the winter. The Food & Wine 
Festival is about tastes from around the world. Attend both festivals 
within the same season (you can start in the fall if you'd like) and 
take in all that they have to offer. Sign up for seminars or special classes. The festivals are free 
with admission, although some aspects cost extra. If you attend both festivals back to back you'll 
see that they both have a lot to offer. 
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32 // Go for a Walk Here is something that will not cost you a penny, you don't even have to have 
a theme park ticket. Pick a Walt Disney World resort complex and go for a walk. There are several 
great jogging trails located around the resorts, just pick one and explore. One of the best trails is 
located in the Fort Wilderness area. The path around the grounds is 2 1/2 miles, and there's a 
shaded fitness trail that is 3/4 of a mile. Most Walt Disney World vacations have a hurried pace; 
take a walk and slow down for a little while. It will be good for your body and your state of mind. 

31 // 31 // Win a Prize From a Carnival Game There's something special about aiming at a target and 
winning a prize. It's a lot of fun, especially when your family and total strangers cheer you on. If 
you're at Disney's Animal Kingdom, head to DinoLand U.S.A., where you can play prehistoric 
versions of classic carnival games. Outside of the parks, you can play at Disney's BoardWalk. Try 
to make a basket, or instead lob a lobster into a pot; it's not as easy as you'd think. Keep playing 
until you win a prize. You'll leave with a feeling of accomplishment; no matter how much you 
spent. 

30 // 30 // Visit Disney's BoardWalk in the Evening Speaking of Disney's BoardWalk...many people 
visit Disney Springs in the evening because there is so much going on. There is also plenty to do 
in the Epcot Resort Area. At Disney's BoardWalk you can shop, enjoy fine dining, rent a surrey 
bike, and more. Each evening from 7:00-10:00 street performers entertain the crowds for free. 
You can watch the fireworks from IllumiNations without having to brave the end of the night 
crowd. As already mentioned, you can win a prize. There are two different nightclubs for those 21 
and older; Jellyrolls and Atlantic Dance Hall. To top it off, the place is gorgeous. Disney's Board-
WWalk comes alive at night, but it's a lot less crazy than Disney Springs. 

29 // Ride Test Track During IllumiNations This one can be a little bit tricky, but it's worth it if 
you time it right. Most everyone agrees that the best part of Test Track at Epcot is when you hit 
the open road at the end. Most everyone also agrees that the fireworks portion of IllumiNations: 
Reflections of Earth is incredible. Putting those two things together is a real thrill. In order to make 
it happen, you might need to let a few people go ahead of you in line for Test Track. You'll want to 
be getting into your ride car either three minutes before IllumiNations begins, or about eight 
minutes after it has started. If you are able to time things correctlminutes after it has started. If you are able to time things correctly, the sky should light up just as 
your car heads outside. It can be hit or miss, but it's not impossible to do.
 
28 // Ride All Four Mountains in One Morning For                               
years at the Magic Kingdom there have been three                                
mountains; Splash Mountain, Space Mountain, and                               
Big Thunder Mountain Railroad. In 2014 a new ride



was added, Seven Dwarfs Mine Train. It may not officially be one of the "mountains", but since it 
goes into a mountain it is included here. They are four of the most fun rides at the Magic 
Kingdom, and with FastPass+ it is now possible to ride all in one morning. You will only be able to 
make three reservations, and one of those should be for Seven Dwarfs Mine Train, since that will 
most likely have the longest line throughout the day. Make the three earliest reservations that you 
can. (You might want to make Splash Mountain the third reservation, since you'll get soaked.) 
Arrive when the park opens, and head immediately for the mountain that you did not get the 
FastPass+ foFastPass+ for. You'll have hit four of the best Walt Disney World rides before lunch, and as an 
added bonus you will be eligible for a fourth FastPass+. 

27 // Bowl and Eat Sure, you can bowl at home, but 
chances are that your local bowling alley is nothing like 
Splitsville Luxury Lanes at Disney Springs. Does your local 
alley have live music and dancing? At Splitsville there are 
two floors of bowling, and the retro atmosphere adds to the 
fun. The best part of all is the food. Created by celebrity 
chef Tim Cushman, the menu features staples that you 
might expect like pizza, sandwiches and burgers, but also 
includes rice bowls, Steak Alfredo, and Grilled Salmon with Mango Chutney. There are also plenty 
of gluten-free options. Splitsville has indoor and outdoor dining, and two sushi bars. Can your 
bowling alley back home claim the same thing?

26 // Learn to Surf 26 // Learn to Surf You might think that you'll need to leave Disney property and head to the 
ocean for a day to take surfing lessons, but that is not the case. You can learn to surf at Disney's 
Typhoon Lagoon Water Park! Lessons are held before the park opens, and numbers are kept 
small so you won't have to worry about crashing into others. Lessons are available for newbies 
and intermediate surfers. Call 407-WDW-PLAY (407-939-7529) for more information. Remember 
that Disney's Typhoon Lagoon Water Park is closed for several weeks each year during the colder 
months for refurbishment, so plan accordingly. 

25 // 25 // Try the Watersports If you become addicted to the water after your surf lesson, you might 
want to try some other water activities. Rent a boat, go fishing, or sign up for a fireworks cruise. 
One of the best places to keep the surfing adrenaline rush going is Sammy Duvall's Watersports 
Centre at Disney's Contemporary Resort. You can parasail, learn to water ski, go tubing, or try 
wakeboarding. You'll have so much fun that you'll barely notice that giant castle off in the 
distance. 
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24 // Reserve a Dinner Show Dinner Shows are a great way to spend an evening outside of the 
theme parks. You'll watch live entertainment, and you may get pulled in on the fun. There is also 
plenty of food, you won't walk away hungry. Beer and wine or sangria are also included in the price 
for those of age. Walt Disney World has three fun shows to choose from. At Disney's Polynesian 
Village Resort you'll find Disney's Spirit of Aloha Dinner Show. It's a traditional luau, complete with 
hula and fire dancers. The Campsites at Disney's Fort Wilderness Resort is where you'll find the 
other two shows. Hoop-Dee-Doo Musical Revue pays homage to the Pioneer Days, with hilarious 
results. Mickey's Backyard BBQ is a hoedown that features Mickeresults. Mickey's Backyard BBQ is a hoedown that features Mickey, Minnie, Goofy, and Chip 'n' 
Dale. If you're not sure which show to try, how about all three?

                          23 // Visit During the Holidays It is amazing how many   
                          Disney fans have never visited during the holidays. Some  
                          don't want to take the kids out of school but also don't     
                          want the Christmas week crowds. Others have another    
                          favorite time of year to visit, and just don't stray from their  
                          normal routine. If you have never been to Walt Disney     
                          World between Thanksgiving and New Year's, you've     
                                                    been missing out. The decorations are incredible. Make    
                          sure you stop by as many Deluxe Resorts as you can, 
because they will put you into the holiday spirit. You'll also want to see Cinderella Castle at night. 
Plan to spend a lot of time at Epcot. Listen to all the storytellers around World Showcase and learn 
about Christmas traditions from other countries. There are special seasonal food items in the differ-
ent pavilions. Make sure you stay for the Candlelight Processional! A celebrity narrator will tell the 
story of the birth of Jesus, backed by a mass choir and an orchestra. It is awe inspiring. The 
Candlelight Processional is held three times most nights between Thanksgiving and December 30.

22 // Experience L'Experience: The Ultimate Way to Experience La Nouba La Nouba by 
Cirque du Soleil is a show that will make you believe in the impossible. Located in Disney Springs, Cirque du Soleil is a show that will make you believe in the impossible. Located in Disney Springs, 
this animal-free circus features over 65 performers from 15 countries. Have you ever wondered 
what it is like behind the scenes? With L'Experience: The Ultimate Way to Experience La Nouba, 
you'll be able to find out. You'll receive a backstage tour, get to take a picture with one of the per-
formers, see costuming, and learn more about the company. You will also have a seat front and 
center, and will be able to enjoy popcorn and soft drinks. L'Experience: The Ultimate Way to Expe-
rience La Nouba is only offered on Fridays and Saturdays for the 6:00 show. Call 407-939-7328 for 
more information. 
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21 // End Your Day With a Dessert Party What sweeter way is there to end your day than with 
dessert? How about with dessert and fireworks? That is exactly what you will get when you sign 
up for a dessert party. At the Magic Kingdom you can make a reservation for Wishes Fireworks 
Dessert Party. You'll find cupcakes, chocolate covered strawberries, ice cream, cheese, seasonal 
fruit, and more. Beverages, such as sparkling cidefruit, and more. Beverages, such as sparkling cider, lemonade, and coffee are included. After you 
eat, you'll have an unforgettable view of Wishes. At Epcot, it's the IllumiNations Sparkling Dessert 
Party. Featured are desserts from World Showcase countries, such as baklava and churros with 
dipping sauces. Beverages include sparkling wine for those of age. You'll then enjoy a premium 
viewing spot for IllumiNations: Reflections of Earth. Disney's Hollywood Studios also often holds 
dessert parties when there is a fireworks show. Not all dessert parties are held nightly, so check 
the schedule and make a reservation. 

20 // Be the Rebel Spy 20 // Be the Rebel Spy This one might take a while.
Disney's Hollywood Studios is home to Star Tours - The
Adventures Continue. One of the fun parts of the ride is 
that one person is chosen as a "Rebel Spy", which is 
why your Starspeeder 1000 is stopped. The Rebel Spy 
is picked by a Cast Member at the entrance to the ride 
(even though some will tell you that it's random). There 
is no guarantee that these tips will get you picked as is no guarantee that these tips will get you picked as 
the Rebel Spy, but they may help. It starts outside of 
the ride. Be nice to the Cast Member who is in charge. 
Strike up a conversation, but don't say that you're hoping to be picked because that will usually Strike up a conversation, but don't say that you're hoping to be picked because that will usually 
take you out of the running. Once seated, don't look around, if you look straight ahead your 
picture will be clearer. (At some point a picture is taken of the entire group and the Cast Member 
chooses from that.) Don't do anything silly, like a funny face or a rock star pose. Most importantly, 
do not put on your flight glasses until you're told to do so. You might have to ride several times to 
make it happen but that's okay. There are so many different combinations that you'll have a new 
experience each ride. 

19 // Catch19 // Catch YeHaa Bob Jackson If you're looking to laugh outside of the parks, YeHaa Bob 
Jackson is the name to remember. He performs several nights a week at the River Roost Lounge, 
which is located at Disney's Port Orleans Resort - Riverside. YeHaa Bob Jackson will play piano, 
tell bad jokes, and make you laugh harder than you thought possible. Audience participation is 
encouraged. Even though the show is held in a lounge, it is family friendly. YeHaa Bob Jackson 
usually performs Wednesdays through Sundays. 
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18 // Finally Watch the Electrical Water Pageant The Electrical Water Pageant dates back to 
1971, and many Disney fans do not even realize that it exists. Others know about it, and plan to 
watch "one of these trips". Stop putting it off, and take a few minutes to watch it on your next Walt 
Disney World vacation. The floating parade takes place in Bay Lake and Seven Seas Lagoon. 
The show starts off with sea creatures, and then turns to a patriotic theme. There are great places 
to watch the floating show all along the Magic Kingdom Resort Area. Ask a Cast Member about 
times. 

17 // 17 // Try Beverly There is a nice freebie at Epcot. At Club Cool you can sample different Coca 
Cola products from around the world. The cups are small and you are not allowed to fill any 
outside containers, but you can drink all that you want while you're there. You'll find products like 
Vegitabeta from Japan and Sparberry from Zimbabwe. Beverly is the drink from Italy, and it has 
quite a reputation. Try it, and drink the entire cup. It's not as easy as it sounds. 

16 // 16 // Take a Tour While it's fun to be in the middle of the magic, sometimes it's nice to go behind 
the scenes and see how the magic is created. Satisfy your curiosity, and take a tour. You can 
learn about dolphins, seeds, trains, animals, and so much more. For the ultimate behind the 
scenes tour, try Disney's Keys to the Kingdom Tour, which focuses on the Magic Kingdom, or 
Backstage Magic, which will take you through all four theme parks. There are restrictions and age 
limits on the tours. Call 407-WDW-TOUR (407-939-8687) for more information. 

                                      15 // Ride in an Amphicar In keeping with the classic new look of   
                   Disney Springs, there is now an unparalleled opportunity available   
                   through The BOATHOUSE. You and two other guests can ride in a   
                   classic Amphicar. These vintage vehicles can operate on both land
                                      and water. Your tour will take about 20 minutes, and you'll see      
                   Disney Springs from a new perspective. Currently Walt Disney 
World is the only place on the planet that offers this opportunity. Advance reservations aren't 
required, walk-ups can head to the Ship's Store. Call 407-939-2628 for more information.

14 // Play at Stormalong Bay 14 // Play at Stormalong Bay If you want to experience what might be the best pool at Walt 
Disney World, you'll need to stay at either Disney's Beach or Yacht Club. Then you'll have access 
to Stormalong Bay. This three acre complex has a sand pool, a play pool, hot tubs, and a lazy 
river. There are other surprises as well. To top it off, you can slide through a wrecked pirate ship. 
Stormalong Bay is so much fun that you might want to skip the theme parks. 
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13 // Participate at a Dance Party Instead of Just Watching There are dance parties held all 
over Walt Disney World and the kids love to dance and sing along. The next time you're in a 
theme park or at Disney Springs and a DJ is spinning some tunes, don't just stand on the side-
lines and watch the children. Let your inner child out and dance along! You don't need to know all 
the latest moves in order to have a great time. Just put your inhibitions aside and enjoy yourself. 

12 // Save the Magic Kingdom At the Magic Kingdom 
there is a chance to experience a different type of magic. 
With Sorcerers of the Magic Kingdom you'll receive a 
mystical map, and you'll look for clues to defeat Hades 
and other Disney villains. Anyone can play, it's not just 
for kids. It is a lot of fun, and adults will enjoy each 
victory as much as the children do. Stop by the Firehouse on Main Street, U.S.A. for more 
information, or check in behind Ye Olde Christmas Shoppe. Sorcerers of the Magic Kingdom is 
included with park admission. 

111 // Take a Carriage Ride A horse drawn carriage ride can be fun for the entire family, or it can 
be a romantic activity for two. There are two different places where you can take such a ride at 
Walt Disney World. The first is at Disney's Port Orleans Resort - Riverside. You'll ride along the 
beautiful Sassagoula River. The second is at Disney's Fort Wilderness Resort & Campground, 
where you'll ride through the beautiful trees. The carriage rides fit up to four adults or two adults 
and three small children, and last for approximately 25 minutes. For something even more 
special, book a Holiday Sleigh Ride. Call 407-WDW-PLAY (407-939-7529) for more information or 
to make a reservation. to make a reservation. 

10 // Go on Wanyama Safari Wanyama Safari is an incredible adventure. You'll start at a recep-
tion, prepared by the chefs from Jiko - The Cooking Place. Once that has finished, you and the 
rest of the guests will climb into safari vehicles and head out with a guide to get an up close look 
at the animals. You will truly feel like you are on an African safari. Once your tour has finished, 
there is still more. You'll then enjoy a delicious meal at Jiko - The Cooking Place. Sounds like 
something everyone would want to do, right? There are two catches. First, Wanyama Safari is 
limited to 12 guests, and those spots will go fast. Second, you need to stay at Disney's Animal 
Kingdom Lodge (including Jambo House and Kadani Kingdom Lodge (including Jambo House and Kadani Village) in order to be eligible. Of course 
Disney's Animal Kingdom Lodge is one of Walt Disney World's most exquisite properties, so that 
shouldn't be a burden. For more information or to grab your place for this exciting adventure, call 
407-938-4755. Reservations can be made up to 180 days in advance. 
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                            9 // Party With Mickey...Twice Mickey hosts two 
                            different parties at the Magic Kingdom each year. 
                            The first is Mickey's Not-So-Scary Halloween Party. It 
                                                        runs on select nights, usually starting in September    
                            and ending on or near Halloween. Once it's over the    
                            Halloween decorations quickly come down and the     
                            Christmas decorations go up for Mickey's Very Merry   
                            Christmas Party. That is on select nights 
                                                        mid-November until mid-December. There are some 
similarities between the two; both have special parades, extra shows, and seasonal versions of 
Wishes. There are also many differences, which is why you need to attend both (in the same year 
if possible). At Mickey's Not-So-Scary Halloween Party you'll find trick or treating, villains, and 
plenty of Mickey-shaped jack-o-lanterns. At Mickey's Very Merry Christmas Party cookies and 
cocoa are included, characters are dressed in their holiday best, and there's snow. Both are 
separate ticketed events, and some nights will sell out. 

8 // Catch a Live Show at House of Blues8 // Catch a Live Show at House of Blues House of Blues is not exclusive to Walt Disney World, 
but it fits in perfectly at Disney Springs. If you're looking for an evening away from the theme parks, 
plan to attend a live concert at House of Blues. World renowned and local acts are featured, you 
can see the upcoming schedule on the House of Blues website. If you don't want to stand in yet 
another line, there's a solution to that as well. For front of the line access, dine at Crossroads at 
House of Blues Restaurant & Bar, or buy something at The Gear Shop. Both front of the line 
access options require a purchase of at least $20. Great food, fun merchandise, and a rocking 
concert; sounds like a winning evening. concert; sounds like a winning evening. 

7 // Visit All Four Parks in One DayVisiting all four parks in one day is not as easy as it sounds! 
You will need to get an early start, and expect to be happily exhausted at the end of the day. Don't 
just visit, ride at least one ride or see one show at each of the four parks. Start at Disney's Animal 
Kingdom Park and arrive at rope drop. Head immediately to Expedition Everest or another ride 
before the line gets too long. From there take the bus to Disney's Hollywood Studios. Check the 
Wait Times while you're on your way. If they're long, try The Great Movie Ride or Star Tours. If 
they're manageable, ride Rock 'n' Roller Coaster or Tower of Terror. After you've finished in 
Disney's Hollywood Studios you can take Friendship Boats, catch a bus, or walk to Epcot. Get in Disney's Hollywood Studios you can take Friendship Boats, catch a bus, or walk to Epcot. Get in 
line for Test Track, use the Single Rider Line if you're tight on time. After you've done all that you 
want at Epcot, take the monorail to the Transportation & Ticket Center. All that is left is the Magic 
Kingdom! Unless you plan to spend a lot of time in one of the other three parks, use your 
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FastPass+ reservations here. Remember to make your selections late enough in the day so that 
you won't miss them. End your four park day with Wishes Fireworks Spectacular. You'll be tired and 
proud of yourself at the same time.  

6 // Dine 6 // Dine With an Imagineer Ever wish that you could talk to someone who helps make the Walt 
Disney World magic a reality? You can do just that, if you make a reservation to Dine With an 
Imagineer. There are two different opportunities available; lunch at the Hollywood Brown Derby 
(Disney's Hollywood Studios) and dinner at Citricos (Disney's Grand Floridian Resort & Spa). You'll 
enjoy several courses of delicious food, and you can ask all of your questions. At the end you can 
purchase a plate that the Imagineer will personalize for you. Dine With an Imagineer is available 
only on select days, and spots are extremely limited. Book 180 days in advance to ensure your 
place. place. 

5 // Enjoy Dinner and Fireworks at California Grill
California Grill at Disney's Contemporary Resort is a 
signature restaurant that is known for its fresh, innovative 
food, award winning wine list, and views of the Magic 
Kingdom. This special restaurant needs to be on every 
Disney fan's must-do list. You will check in on the second 
floor, and a private elevator will take you to the restaurant 
on the 15th floor. Make a full meal out of it, this is not the 
time to skimp. Make sure you know what time Wishes 
Nighttime Spectacular will take place. There are two 
outdoor viewing balconies, and the soundtrack is dubbed in. You'll see Wishes from a whole new 
perspective. If you ate before the fireworks don't worry, just bring your receipt to the check in 
station a few minutes before the show. You will be able to enjoy Wishes with the rest of the diners. 

4 // Run, 4 // Run, Walk, or Cheer RunDisney hosts many events at Walt Disney World throughout the year. 
Three of the best known are the Walt Disney World Marathon Weekend, the Princess Half 
Marathon Weekend, and the Disney Wine & Dine Half Marathon Weekend. Sign up for a race! If 
you don't think that you can run 26.2 or 13.1 miles, there are shorter races held at most events. A 
5K is 3.1 miles, you'll walk more than that each day that you're in a theme park. Not being a runner 
is no excuse, walkers are welcome as long as they can keep up a certain pace. If you still aren't 
sure, find a spot along the race route and cheer the runners on. The races can be exciting to 
watch, and the runners appreciate the encouragement.watch, and the runners appreciate the encouragement.
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3 // Watch the Flag Retreat If you want to experience something truly special at the Magic 
Kingdom, head to the Town Square on Main Street, U.S.A. a few minutes before 5:00. You'll see 
Main Street Philharmonic and the Dapper Dans, as well as other Cast Members. It's the Flag 
Retreat Ceremony, and it's something that everyone should see at least once. Volunteers are 
chosen (often children) to recite The Pledge of Allegiance, then The Star Spangled Banner is 
played as a color guard lowers the flag. A Veteran of the Day is also chosen to help with the 
ceremony. The Dapper Dans lead those watching in God Bless America as the flag is lowered. 
The chosen veteran will carry the flag in the procession that ends the ceremonThe chosen veteran will carry the flag in the procession that ends the ceremony. It's a touching 
tribute to the men and women who have served and even died so that others will be free. 

                        2 // Thank a Cast Member For some people, this might be  
                        the most difficult thing on this list, even though it should be   
                        second nature. Cast Members give up a lot to make your    
                        vacation special. They clean your room, prepare your food,  
                        make sure that you're safe, and get you where you want to   
                        be. They work long hours (for less pay than they deserve),   
                        they give up their weekends and holidays, they endure hot,  
                                                humid weather, and they do their best to keep smiles on 
their faces. Take the time to say thank you to the Cast Members. If one has given you a little bit 
of extra magic, remember his or her name and where the Cast Member was from. Leave a com-
pliment at Guest Relations. Disney loves it when they hear good things about their employees, 
and the Cast Members love it when they hear from a supervisor that someone's day was made 
by them. It only takes a few minutes to leave a compliment, and it can mean the world to the Cast 
Member. It's the ultimate thank you. 

1 // Splurge at Disney's Grand Floridian Resort & Spa Disney's Grand Floridian Resort & Spa 
is the crown jewel of the Walt Disney World Resort hotels. You will find luxury and elegance 
around every corner. Don't just book a room, splurge. Start with your accommodations. At the 
very least you are going to want a room with a theme park view, because, well, who wouldn't 
want to wake up and see Cinderella Castle out the window? That is not the end of your splurge. 
While at Disney's Grand Floridian, you'll need to spend at least one full day at Senses Spa. At 
some point enjoy the Supercalifragilistic Breakfast and Afternoon Tea. The last night of your trip 
plan to have dinner at plan to have dinner at Victoria & Albert's, preferably at the Chef's Table. Disney's Grand Floridian 
Resort & Spa is truly spectacular, and you need to stay there at least once. 
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